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of the work in the future, and their enrolment from different
parts of the Church emphasised the universal character
of the authority wielded by the bishop of the Roman
Church.
The method he employed, which was to become a regular His holding
feature of Church government, was the holding of annual °[^f^
councils at Rome in Lent, at which the reforming decrees elsewhere
were promulgated; these decrees were repeated at local
councils in the various countries, so that they might be known
everywhere and the local episcopate be made responsible for
their enforcement. In future this task was delegated by the
Pope to his representatives, whether the archbishops on the
spot or legates sent a latere for the purpose. But Leo IX did
it all himself. With his imposing retinue of assistants he
spent the first four of the five years of his Papacy in a kind
of royal progress through North and South Italy, France,
and Western Germany, holding councils wherever he went.
In this way, not only were all the various reforming move-
ments gathered into one under his guidance, but the various
countries were made accustomed to the idea of the govern-
ment of the Church under papal direction. Popular enthus-
iasm greeted him everywhere, though the bishops as a whole
were far less enthusiastic ; for many of them were punished,
some even deposed, for simony, and apart from the punish-
ment the manifestation of papal authority over them was
new and most distasteful. The most important year was
1049, when he held four great councils—at Rome, at Pavia,
the capital of Lombardy, and at Rheims and Mayence, the
chief metropolitan sees of France and Germany. In France,
the king absented himself and prevented the attendance of
many bishops as well; it made little difference, and the
Pope indeed had a freer hand in his absence. The decrees
of the council covered a wider range than usual, and Leo
was not afraid to deal with lay princes as well; for instance,
he issued his prohibition of William of Normandy's proposed
marriage with Matilda.1 In Germany he had the full support
of the Emperor, who journeyed with him through Lorraine
and took part in the council at Mayence. North Italy was
1 The marriage took place later, when Leo was a prisoner of the Normans
in South Italy, but William was called to account by Leo's successors and
forced to do penance.

